
Beautiful and Sombre Dance About Power 

Refined, cool, sensually 

alluring, but most of all 

breath-taking. 

 

The 4-time Reumert 

winner (Danish Theatre 

Award), 

choreographer Tim 

Rushton and Danish 

Dance Theatre focus 

on the concept of 

power in their new 

outstanding ballet 

‘Black Diamond’, 

which had its world 

premiere in Vejle last 

week and can be seen 

at The Royal Theatre 

this weekend. 

 

This performance 

portrays a perspective 

of the possible future, 

where the dissipation 

of the individual is 

basic in the forming of 

a unified whole – 

though everyone has 

a power seeker buried 

deep inside of us. This 

somber and furiously 

beautiful ballet is 

meant to be 

ambiguous. On the 

one side, the 

conception of power is 

unveiled, where at the 

same time we 

perceive that wanting 

and exerting power is 

tempting in all of us – if 

we get the chance. 

 

Undertone of light 

 

Fortunately there is a 

contrast, an undertone 

of light, a hope of 

meaning and 

clarification behind this 

harsh way of thinking. 

Here is where we find 

the justification of 

this ballet and its basis 

for understanding. Thus 

far, ‘Black Diamond’ is 

the most ambitious of 

Rushton’s ballets made 

for his company, Danish 

Dance Theatre. The 

expression is grandiose, 

and just like Rushton’s 

other ballets, 

characterized by a cross

-over of classical ballet 

combined with modern 

dance. Common in 

Rushton’s work is the 

ability to integrate the 

set design and the music 

into the actual 

expression of the ballet. 

This world premiere was 

no exception. 

 

Elegantly, the hard, 

diamond-black 

background is linked 

together 

with the 

almost explosive, 

shiny and white 

background. As the 

many images fold in 

and out of each other, 

this ballet is divided up 

into two halves, which 

are not only 2 acts, but 

in direct contrast with 

each other, melting 

together to form an 

understanding of the 

whole. 

 

Worth mentioning is the 

large array of costumes, 

consisting of enormous 

dresses and crystal-like 

forms, 

just to 

name a few, 

combined with a 

musical sequence that 

ranges from Alexander 

Balanescu to 

Trentemøller to Philip 

Glass. 

 

‘Black Diamond’ is 

maybe not one of 

Rushton’s most 

intellectually 

challenging ballets, but 

on the other hand, it is 

one of 

Rushton’s 

most 

spectacular, 

extravagant and 

grandiose: A delicate 

cruelty – full of hope 

for the future. ‘Black 

Diamond is a tempting 

necessity that you 

won’t be able to resist. 
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CONTEMPORARY 

DANCE 

By Lars Wallenberg 

Translated by Jason 

Nelson 

The first half is black, 

but the second half is 

white and hopeful in 

Danish Dance 

Theatres new 

outstanding ballet 

’Black Diamond’ 
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Danish Dance Theatre and Tim Rushton give the concept of power 

a twist in this outstanding ballet ‘Black Diamond’. 


